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From the General Manager 
 

The Board election results have been tallied and verified by a committee appointed by your Club 
President, Mark Burzynski.  We had five members submit their letter for consideration for the two 
seats we had open.  We really appreciate all the candidates who were willing to volunteer their 
time and serve on the GMCC Board.  I would like to thank all the candidates for running and 
make note that all of them would have made a fantastic addition to GMCC’s Board of Director’s. 

 

I would like to congratulate Mark Burzynski and Chuck Casteel as your newly elected Board 
members.  Both Board Members have been elected to serve a three-year term.  

 

Mark Burzynski, “For the past three years I have had the distinct honor and privilege to serve the 
Members of Green Meadow Country Club (“GMCC”) through the Board of Directors with the last 
two years as President.  Being eligible for a second term of three years, I humbly submit this letter 
for inclusion on the ballot. 

 

The primary reason I am seeking a second term is because it takes a while to understand what is 
going on at the Club so that as a Board Member strategic leadership, thought, and execution can 
be successfully provided.  It may seem straightforward to many: The Club is all about golf and the 
course is great; however, it is really not that simple.  It takes a fair amount of time to competently 
understand Management’s strengths and weaknesses, the Club’s opportunities and threats, over-
all performance, its financial condition and requirements, the challenges of food and beverage in 
a membership organization, evolving demographics, course conditions, requirements, and op-
tions, and the needs, wants, and expectations of Members.  Regarding Members, the Board finds 
itself with approximately 700 – 800 “bosses” given the 500 Golf and Social Members at GMCC.  It 
takes a significant amount of time to develop the rapport, trust, and relationship with just a frac-
tion of those bosses in order to receive candid feedback, to engage in meaningful conversation 
to develop understanding, to collaboratively plan and finance, and thereof, implement improve-
ments that create greater value for Members.  That being said, I hope you would trust me with 
your vote to build upon my three years of experience, the relationships I have developed with 
Members, Committee Members, Staff, and Board Members, my accessibility and openness, my 
“institutional knowledge,” strategic focus, and to continue the progress the Board has made on 
behalf of the Club during the preceding three to six years.  Certainly the recent survey indicates 
there is still much work to be done in various aspects of the Club, but progress is being made, 
which the survey clearly indicates as well.  It might not be as fast as many of the Members or 
Board would prefer, but it is happening and new ideas are being explored routinely through the 
Social Committee, Membership Committee, Management and Staff,  Board, and through the 
Members as they talk to me on the range, on the course, and in the Clubhouse, whether it be 
new events, the bunker project, the second simulator, refinancing debt, improved financial per-
formance, membership growth, and/or discussions about a covered patio and expanded play 
area, to name but a few directions and accomplishments. 

 

Continued……... 
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If  you are dissatisfied with the Club and the value it brings to your family and you, please indicate that by voting 
me out-of-office.  As the proverbial saying goes, “the buck stops here.”  I have been the President of  the Club the 
last two years.  Please do not blame the Staff  and/or other Board Members.  I accept full responsibility for your 
dissatisfaction.  It was my responsibility to meet your needs and expectations.  By the same token, if  you have faith 
in the direction the Club is going and moreover, see promise and value in those directions for your family and you, I 
would appreciate your trust and confidence.  It has been my main objective since I had the opportunity to join the 
Board three years ago, to work with the Board and Staff  to create greater value for the cost of  your Membership. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my fellow Board Members for their service: V.J. Maddio, Steve 
Fawcett, Mary Bryson, Michael Wong, Jeannie Etchart, and Dan Mazurek.  They are extremely dedicated and 
knowledgeable Board Members.  Members can be confident the Board is committed to growing their value through 
the Club.  The same can be said for the Staff.  Whether it be the Board or Staff, I am thankful for what these 
individuals have patiently helped me learn and understand about sustaining a country club, but more importantly, 

sustaining the culture that exists amongst its members.” 

 

Chuck Casteel, “Please accept this as my official nomination for the Green Meadow Country Club 
Board of  Directors position.  With all the upcoming improvement projects GMCC has planned, I am confi-
dent that my knowledge and experience in construction and business would be a great asset to the club and 
makes me a strong candidate for this position.  I have been an active member since 2014 and have made 
strong and positive relationships along the way.  For the last five years I have served on the Helena Building 
Industry Association Board of  Directors.  In 2018, I was nominated President of  the HBIA Board of  
Directors, and my construction company was awarded the 2018 Helena Builder of  the Year.  Throughout 
my term on the HBIA Board, I helped change the culture to a more proactive, community involved associa-
tion.  I would like to bring that same enthusiasm to GMCC.  If  I am selected to have the honor of  serving 
on the GMCC Board of  Directors I will strive towards making GMCC the best place to belong.” 

 

With Mark Burzynski being reelected, we have one Board member leaving their post 
on the current Board.  I would like to thank VJ Maddio for all his time and effort he 
put forth to make Green Meadow Country Club, “A Great Place to Belong.”  The 
Board of Directors is an integral part of having a successful club, and VJ participated 
in making a lot of changes to ensure a great future for the club.  He is a fantastic indi-
vidual who thought of the club as a whole and sought to make changes that would 
benefit all members of GMCC.  His voice, suggestions and ideas will be missed on the 
Board.  Again, Thank You VJ Maddio for your 6 years on GMCC Board of Directors!!! 
 
 
Continued………………. 

From the General Manager 



I would like to thank all our members for a great summer. I know that this year has sure been chal-
lenging with the Covid-19 pandemic infiltrating throughout our community.  It was nice to see such 
a great growth in membership and people enjoying our beautiful golf course, pool, and outdoor pa-
tio.  With winter approaching, our patio and pool dining options are moved indoors.  Please note 
that we are following all the guidelines and limitations put forth by the State of Montana and our 
local health department.  If you would like to make a reservation for lunch, dinner or to place a take-
out order, please call 442-5750 ext. 127. 
 
This year we had a major growth spurt at the club and with our golfing membership limited to 425 
we are close to being full.  Currently we have 403 golfing members.  A membership at Green Mead-
ow Country Club would make a great Christmas present.  If you know of anyone interested in be-
longing to GMCC, please have them contact me at tfitterer@gmcchelena.com or call me at (406) 442
-5750 ext. 122. 
 
We have been receiving numerous phone calls in the office concerning the “Credit Book” balance 
that is printed on your monthly statements.  The “Credit Book” balance is the amount of money that 
you have won golfing this year through tournaments, leagues and other events.  The money can be 
spent on merchandise in the Golf Pro Shop.  This money cannot be spent on food and beverage and 
cannot be applied towards the balance on your bill.  The deadline to spend your Pro Shop credit is 
December 20, 2020.  Please contact the Pro Shop for more information. 
 
April Greene, our office manager, will be sending out our yearly membership update/change form 
this month.  Please take the time to fill out the questionnaire and return it to April in the office.  The 
information received will allow us time to make changes to your account in preparation for the 2021 
season. 
 
Kristina Smith, our events coordinator, and marketing manager has taken a different job and will be 
leaving us.  We are sad to see her leave but wish her well with the career path that she has chosen.  
Kristina has been a true asset to Green Meadow CC.  Her talents with elevating our member commu-
nication, event planning, social media, marketing, along with all of her other duties will be hard to 
replace.  Thank you, Kristina for all you have done for GMCC. 
 
Our HVAC project is nearing completion.  We are close to having control of our new system.  We still 
have some minor tweaks to make to have efficient heat this winter.  Thank you for putting up with 
the noise, smell, and temperature changes that we have experienced the last 45 days 
 
From all the employees at Green Meadow Country Club, I would like to wish you a Happy Thanks-
giving. 
 
“Stay true to yourself and listen to your inner voice. It will lead you to your dream.” -James Ross 

 
Tod Fitterer, PGA 

General Manager 
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From the General Manager 
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Page 4  The Divot  Volume 20 Issue 11  

From the Pro Shop 

 

Greetings from the Golf Shop at Green Meadow Country Club. 

 

The recent snowfall has unfortunately put an end to our outdoor golf season. There will 

still be days the golf course will be open for play, but green complexes will be closed, and 

temporary targets will be set approximately 30 yards short of the green. With the outdoor 

golf season coming to an end, there is still time to sign up for Winter League. 

Winter League will begin on November 9th and hours of operation will be Monday-Friday 

9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. upstairs, 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. downstairs. Both upstairs and 

downstairs will be open Saturday/Sunday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The upstairs simulator 

will run on the half hour while the downstairs simulator will run on the hour (i.e. upstairs 

start time at 9:30 and downstairs start time at 9:00).  

Along with Winter League, Ryan will be hosting different junior activities throughout the 

season. Starting November 14th, every Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. will be for 

the younger juniors. This session will include instruction, competition, and constant learn-

ing for our developing juniors. Be on the lookout for an email with exact times and activi-

ties to sign up for. For our more advanced juniors, there will be a weekly competition eve-

ry Saturday from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. We will hold different formats of competition each 

week (i.e. 2-person scramble, best ball, individual stroke play). We will be limiting it to only 

4 juniors at a time. If there is a higher demand for these events we can adjust and find 

more available times for everyone to participate.  

I want to thank everyone for a wonderful outdoor golf season and here’s to the best in-

door golf season we have ever had.  

 

Friendly reminder that golf shop credit expires December 20, 2020. 

 

Chad Carlson, PGA 

Ryan Cutter, PGA 

 

 



From the Superintendent  
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November 2020, 

Getting the golf  course prepared for winter takes a lot of  time and planning. The golf  season for 

GMCC and what we budget for is April 1st through October 31st.  For time and planning purpos-

es we like to have most of  the winterization done by October 31.   This process starts when we 

aerate the golf  course all through September. Once that is done October is also planned out.  We 

need a week to fertilize all areas, a week to blow out irrigation, a week to spray fungicides, and a 

week to bring in course supplies, rope off  greens.  Some of  this doesn’t take a whole week to 

perform, but there is also continued daily course grooming, leaf  clean up, and many other odd 

jobs to perform simultaneously.  Weather also causes us to divert areas of  effort all the time. 

Speaking of  weather, this fall has not been helpful at all in conducting these activities and has 

caused lengthy delay to our winterization work.  I wonder if  we will get opportunity to complete 

the work.  The weather plays a huge role in how the golf  course and it’s vegetation go into the 

winter and directly effects how well it comes out in the spring.  Getting frosts throughout Sep-

tember and October really help prepare all turf  and especially the greens. The greens didn’t get 

much of  that this year and instead it kind of  went from a late extended summer right to winter 

which started October 16 with a snow storm, followed by another on October 24.  It’s common 

to get a little snow in October around here but that was a bit ridiculous.  In the end I was grateful 

for the snow and its insulation properties as temperatures also plummeted below zero on a cou-

ple mornings I hope did protect the vulnerable turf.  Probably the trees suffered the most as 

many still have their leaves and in some cases still very green.   Seemed like that happened a cou-

ple years ago like in 2016 when the normal weather of  October and November flipped. 

To finish up we need the snow to melt off  so we can finish spraying the fairways with fungicide, 

the greens with an anti-desiccant, and top-dress a bit of  sand also on the greens.  As I write this 

the forecast looks good for melting snow and hopefully we will get the chance we need to get 

things wrapped up like we want too.    

The course/property does remain open for member use throughout the winter.  The greens will 

be closed but there will be targets placed approximately 30 yards out in front of  each green to hit 

too.  Carts are not allowed until we open again in the spring.   If  it snows we do plow the service 

road loop and keep that open for walking.  Also if  there is enough snow on the ground members 

can cross country ski.  We put stakes and twine around the greens to identify them so that they 

can be kept off  of.   We really ask to stay off  greens and tees.  

Enjoy, and see you out there, 

 

Derek Hofer 
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From the Food & Beverage Manager 
Hello All, 

During this covid-19 epidemic it has been difficult on the lives of many. We here at  

GMCC are not immune to what is going on around us. We are taking all precautions 

to ensure the members and our employees are not only protected but informed.  

Regular temperature checks have been administered to employees at GMCC, and 

those not feeling well or at100 % are sent home to either be tested or to get rest.  We 

will be abiding by all the protocol set before us by our local officials. We will limit     

tables, or reservations to 6 people or less, unless the party is under the same house-

hold.  We encourage you to come by for lunch or dinner knowing that your upmost 

safety is our first concern.  

 

Please note the posting of winter hours for the kitchen and when the dinner menu is 

offered. Don’t forget that we are serving breakfast on the weekends. Special Note;  

We will be offering turkey dinners to go for Thanksgiving day. They will include Tur-

key, stuffing, mashed potatoes and gravy, fresh vegetable, rolls, whipped butter and 

pumpkin pie.  

 

Thank you, 

Jeff Hiel 

F&B Manager 

 

 



 

KITCHEN WINTER HOURS EFFECTIVE  

11/1/2020 

 

SUNDAY       

       9:00 – 8:00 LUNCH MENU ALL DAY,  

                       BREAKFAST AVAILABLE 

MONDAY    

         2:00 – 8:00    LUNCH MENU ALL DAY 

TUESDAY     

       11:00 – 8:00   LUNCH MENU ALL DAY 

WEDNESDAY   

  11:00 – 8:00   LUNCH MENU ALL DAY 

THURSDAY      

   11:00 – 8:00 LUNCH MENU ALL DAY,  

                             DINNER MENU AFTER 5:00 

FRIDAY   

             11:00 – 8:00 LUNCH MENU ALL DAY,  

                             DINNER MENU AFTER 5:00 

SATURDAY      

     9:00 – 8:00 LUNCH MENU ALL DAY, 

          DINNER MENU AFTER 5:00, BREAKFAST AVAILABLE 
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From the Food & Beverage Manager 
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Events & Marketing Manager 
 

Greetings Friends, 

 

I am sorry to say I will be leaving you all.  I have enjoyed my time at GMCC               
Immensely and have appreciated the opportunity to be of service.   

The Management has decided for the month of November to follow                    
recommendations from the Lewis & Clark Health Department and cancel all       

non-essential events for November.  The wonderful events I had planned for you 
will be postponed until further notice.  If you have anything scheduled for Novem-

ber do not concern yourself, these events will go forward as planned unless you 
are notified. We appreciate you patience and understanding.   

 

In the meantime we just wrapped up GMCC’s Halloween Costume Contest and 
boy were the submittals amazing.  We all had a hard time picking winners for 

each of the categories.  Look for information regarding prizes at the end of the 
week.   

The Winners Are 

The Scariest Keir Balukas as “Creepy China Doll” 

The Funniest Taylor Schuff as “Richard Simmons” 

The Most Authentic Vivian George as “Grandma” 

The Best Couple Tiffany & Nick Fox “Lumberjacks” 

The Best Group Doppler Family “ Doppler Nasa”  

The Cutest Charli Fox “Bumble Bee” 

Hope you enjoy the photo submissions.   There were so many creative, fun and 
wonderful Halloween costumes.  Thanks to everyone who shared the fun! 

 

Sincerely, GMCC Staff and your Events & Marketing Manager 

Kristina Smith 

 

 

 

 

 



GMCC STAFF 
 

Tod Fitterer…….……...……….…………..………....General Manager 

Chad Carlson………...……………………...…...PGA Golf Professional 

Derek Hofer…………..….....……………..Golf Course Superintendent 

Tom Hayes…….…………………………………….Facilities Manager 

April Greene…………………………………………...Office Manager 

Jeff Hiel…….……………………….…….Food and Beverage Manager  

Kristina Smith………….………………..Events & Marketing Manager 

Visit our website at www.gmcchelena.com 
 

Mark Burzynski..…..….……………..………………………..President 

Mike Wong.. …….…………………………...……….....Vice President 

Steve Fawcett....………………..…………….….......................Treasurer 

Mary Bryson…………………………………………………..Secretary 

        VJ Maddio  *  Dan Mazurek * Jeannie Etchart 

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

You may reach all departments of the club…………………442-5750 

www.gmcchelena.com 

Pro-Shop Hours 
Starting November 9th 

 
M-F 9 am—6 pm 

 
Saturday & Sunday  

9 am—5 pm 
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Kiwanis   

November 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

Member 

Event 

LCRW 

Kiwanis   

Kiwanis   



Aimee Grmoljez Family 

H
udson Strom

an 

Steam
 P

unk  

Watts  

Mad Max Fury Road  



Winner BEST Group  Costumes 

Fox Family “Cheer Squad” 

Doppler Family  

NASA  

Emmi & Leif  

Royalty & Knight  



Doubek & Larson Family 

Charli Fox   



Taylor Schuff “Richard Simmons” 

W
in

ne
r 

Fu
nn

ie
st

 C
os

tu
m

e 
 

Richards Family 

Richard Family 

Riley & Austin  Thatcher 

“Thatcher Dragons” 



Schuff Girls  

“Cats” 

Winner Best Couples Costume 



Keir Balukas “Creepy China Doll” 

Gane Family 

“Wizard of Oz” 

Kennedy & Max Carnahan  

Bat & Halo Master Chief  
Abigail & Luke Askin  



Melissa, Dan and  Addiston Mazurek 
as King Triton, Ariel and Ursula  

Winner Most Authentic Costume 

Vivian as Granny 

Wren & Wrip Gleich 

Cruella De Vil & Dalmatian 

Jane & Josie Snyder Family 
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