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From the General Manager 
Thanks to all members for a great summer.  The golf course is in such great shape thanks to Derek 
and his crew, please continue to enjoy golf this fall, and all the services offered at your club.  Just a 
reminder that Derek and his staff will be aerating the greens the day after Labor Day.  This is al-
ways a process that takes time and is necessary for the health of our greens this fall and for next 
year.  It is a great opportunity to take advantage of our reciprocal golf courses: Ranch Club, Mis-
soula CC, Butte CC, Riverside CC, Briarwood CC, and Meadow Lark CC.  Call the Pro Shop for more 
details or to schedule a tee time. 

 

Our membership growth continues through August.  Please welcome to the club the following 
new members:  Chris and Brandi Brown, Brian and Rachel Mattern, Mary and Tyrrell Hibbard, 
Anne and Joy McCoy, Matthew Berg, Kevin and Brenda Bokovoy, and Jessica and Mark Mastel-
lone.  Currently we have 401 golf memberships and 110 social memberships.  I say it every month, 
“Thank you members for your role in recruiting new members to our wonderful club.” 

 

The HVAC renovation is underway.  We have been busy removing the old units and preparing for 
the installation of the new.  We have gone through a few challenges but the crews working on 
the system have done an excellent job.  Many of you have not even realized that this renovation is 
taking place. 

 

Labor Day will be the last day that the pool will be open.  Thank you to all the members who 
came out and enjoyed swimming and dining.  We really appreciate all your understanding this 
year with the limited capacity.  

 

It is that time of the year that we start accepting nominations for the Board of Directors.  We have 
2 positions that will be coming available this year.  I have included information from our bylaws as 
to who will qualify for a Director position, as well as term, nominations, and election of officers.  
Any qualified member wishing to serve on the Board should send a written statement in the mail 
to: Tod Fitterer, 2720 Country Club Ave, Helena, MT 59602, or send an email to tfitter-
er@gmcchelena.com.   

 

General Powers, Numbers and qualifications of Directors 

 

The business, property and affairs of the Club shall be managed by the Board of Directors com-
posed of seven (7) persons who shall be Senior, Senior Executive, Junior Executive, Junior, Single 
Senior, Single Senior Executive, Single Junior Executive, Single Junior, Associate or Business golf-
ing members of the Club.  Each director shall hold office for a term for which he or she is elected 
and until his or her successor shall have been elected and qualified.  Each director shall have one 
vote at meetings of the Board. 

 

Continued…………………….. 
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Term 

 

The term of office of the directors of the Club shall be three (3) years.  The election of directors shall 
be by the members entitled to vote on September 1 of the respective year of the election.  The 
terms of the directors shall be staggered so that no less than two members shall be elected each 
year and the Board for that year will consist of the new members plus holdover members.  Newly 
elected members begin their official duties at the regular meeting in November of the respective 
year of their election.  Nothing herein shall be so construed to prohibit the election of a director to 
succeed himself/herself.   

 

Nominations 

 

Those individuals wishing to be candidates for the office of the director shall notify the General 
Manager or President prior to October 1 of the respective year of the election.  Candidates shall set 
forth a written statement regarding the reasons for their candidacy which shall accompany the offi-
cial ballot presented to members. 

 

Election of Officers 

 

The election of Board members shall be by mail.  Any official ballot shall be mailed (by separate 
mail) to be received by members by October 15.  The official ballot must be cast and returned to the 
Club by 5:00 p.m. November 1.  The ballots will be authenticated and counted by a committee ap-
pointed by the Board, including one Board member.   The President shall notify all nominees of the 
result of said election. 

 

I would like to thank all the members that took the time to fill out the survey.  We have been analyz-
ing the results and look forward to making some changes to improve your membership.  Again, 
thank you for taking the time to help better GMCC. 

 

If ever I needed an eight-foot putt, and everything I owned depended on it, I would want Arnold 
Palmer to putt for me. Bobby Jones 
 

Tod Fitterer, PGA 

General Manager 

From the General Manager 
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From the Superintendent  
Days are getting noticeably shorter, as we are heading towards the fall.  Wanted to take the time 

to bring up a few things having to do with fall season and getting this golf course ready for win-

ter.  Spring and fall are extremely busy times for us in golf maintenance as we continue to groom 

but also need to build into the schedule the courses’ fall fertility needs, fungicide needs, blowout 

the irrigation system, and aerate the golf course.  

The last two weeks in August and through September is when we aerate.  Late summer is a great 

time for this as the turf/soil is ready for an aeration, and most of the heavy golf use has subsided. 

This time also ensures there is enough warm weather still available to heal.  In general, aeration 

relieves soil compaction allowing for water and air exchange in the soil where the roots need to 

live.  The benefits dramatically improves the health of the turf plant positively affecting many 

things like nutrient uptake and amount of disease pressure. Having the golf course go into winter 

as healthy as it can gives it a chance to be decent in the spring.   It takes a lot of time to get 

through this process. We aerate the tees, collars, approaches, fairways, and greens.   All told it 

amounts to about 25 acres to get through.  Each of these areas are done differently.  Equipment 

involved in this moves slow, is cumbersome, and tends to be hard on itself with all the ground en-

gagement.  We have already started the tees, and approaches.  The date GMCC has most often 

used for the greens aeration is the Tuesday/Wednesday after Labor Day which this year means 

the greens will be aerated September 8-9, 2021.  Starting Mid-September we look to apply the first 

applications of our preventative snow mold program which will go on through October.  We will 

take a week in the middle of October to blow out the irrigation system and will apply fall fertilizers 

also throughout October.   Another addition to the schedule is dealing with all the leaves in the 

fall trying to keep playing areas cleared off best we can.  Lastly, remember that frost season is up-

on us and early morning play may be occasionally delayed due to frost.  As always we will get you 

out there as soon as we can if that is the case. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued………... 



Continued……… 

 

It is also time for you electric cart owners to think about winter maintenance on your batteries. 

While there are no guarantees proper battery maintenance will help batteries last and perform 

longer.  It is recommended to get rid of any corrosion build up before storage, batteries should be 

fully charged, checked on once a month for proper water levels, adjusting as needed, and then 

start the charger making sure it is coming on.  If you would like to do this on your own we will 

make arrangements for you to get into the cart barn this winter.  We will also offer this winter bat-

tery service through our maintenance department for those that want it done but do not wish to 

do it themselves.  This work will be performed the 15th of each month Nov-Mar.  The base winter 

service will cost $70 and will be billed out in January/February 2021.  It will include us bringing 

your cart to our shop. We will assess corrosion, charge percentage, and fluid levels.  If your cart has 

dead batteries, much corrosion, and or no fluid, it will cost more as it takes more to prepare your 

cart for winter. After this assessment we will call you with results.  If you do not here from us you 

were not on the list.  Again, this battery care does not guarantee battery life or performance.  

GMCC will not be liable for private cart batteries.  Please do not assume you are on the list because 

you were on it in a previous year.  Make sure you call our maintenance shop or pro shop with the 

following information: Your name, make of your cart, stall number, and phone number where you 

can be reached. The deadline for signing up is October 31, 2019.  After that we will not be accept-

ing anymore carts for this service, because once we put the rental fleet and other equipment into 

the cart barn we can’t get your cart over to our shop to clean corrosion and get a diagnosis for your 

batteries.  The earlier we know the better it is for your cart also.  If you have any questions about 

winterizing your cart yourself please feel free to call Austin/mechanic at the shop. 

Gas cart owners, it wouldn’t hurt for you to slip a little bit of fuel additive/stabilizer into your gas 

tanks, and run your cart a little bit before being put it away for the winter. 

See you out there, 

Derek Hofer 
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From the Superintendent  
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Food & Beverage Manager  
 

Hello to All, 

 Its that time of the year when many new changes take place. The kids head back to school, 

the weather is changing, golf season is winding down and the swimming pool will be closing.  Un-

fortunately we are still dealing with restrictions due to COVID. With that being said, the patio has 

been very busy this season. The open air and the sunshine certainly boost the mood, and take the 

mind off of the stresses of these times. Soon we will be dining solely indoors. The F & B dept. has 

been very busy not only with service for the patio, dining room and bar, but also going the extra 

steps necessary to insure a clean, safe, and healthy environment is maintained. 

You as members will have decisions to make about dining indoors, or curbside pickup.  We 

understand that some people have concerns, as well they should be. Covid has changed many as-

pects of our daily life.. You can be assured that the staff has taken all precautions with wearing 

masks and sanitizing effectively to ensure your well being. As far as dining, it would help us better 

prepare if reservations were made with regularity.   This would give us the opportunity to better 

prepare for your joining us for dinning and seating arrangements.  In order to abide by Phase 2 

protocol, our capacity is more limited for indoor seating,  

We are planning on a wine and food pairing sometime in late October or early November, 

and will be dependent on the wine makers availability. Seating will be limited and reservations will 

be required for ALL events. Michael and Kelsey are working on the food pairings, and the vineyard 

will be Quadi North, which is just outside Medford, Oregon. 

Please watch for new menus to come out for lunch and dinner. The crew in the kitchen has 

been working diligently to introduce new and exciting entrees, as well as revisiting some old favor-

ites. I would like to thank everyone for all their patience through this time, please be safe and 

healthy and enjoy your holiday weekend. 

Thank you 

         Jeff Hiel 

             F&B Manager 
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From the ladies League 
TUESDAYS ARE LADIES DAY AT GREEN MEADOW COUNTRY CLUB – PLEASE JOIN US 

WOW!!!!!! August was unusually warm and hot.  School’s started and that means a traditional end 

to the summer.  However, given our unpredictable weather I expect we will be golfing well into the 

fall.  So make sure you come out to play – there will be ladies playing each Tuesday and Thursday 

mornings, weather permitting. 

August was a very busy month at Green Meadow.  We enjoyed the Club Championship – Con-

gratulations to Darah Newell our club champion and to Mary Bryson our Senior Club Champion.  

We continue to encourage all ladies to participate in this event.  The Club puts together an enjoy-

able weekend for us all. 

August continued with our annual Gre-Bill event.  That’s where our ladies play a match play com-

petition with the Bill Roberts Ladies.  Thanks to Jan Paulsen for putting the team and event togeth-

er.  We had a ‘paring party’ the night before to set up the team competitions.  I must report that 

our GMCC Ladies played exceptionally well.  We retained the trophy so take a look in the trophy 

case to check it out. 

Thank you to all the ladies that played in the Member/Member tournament.  We had 10 women’s 

team this year (increase from last year) and congratulations to Linda Cockhill and Renee Driessen 

for posting some great scores.  It was a great weekend at the course.  What a great way to get to 

know other members. 

We closed out our Ladies Morning League with our Awards Luncheon.  Our awards include best 

average net of all weekly scores; best average gross of all weekly scores; best putting average for 

the entire season; most chip ins and birdies during the season and most improved golfer.  It is fun to 

see how each of us do throughout the golf season.  The evening league will close out their summer 

on September 15th as they have decided to extend the season.  Our evening league continues to 

grow and this summer we had 55 ladies participating.  Many thanks go out to Susan Lagerquist for 

all her efforts with the evening league.  She does a fabulous job. 

I would like to congratulate the Pro Shop staff for a fabulous month of golfing.  I also want to com-

mend Derek and his staff for job well done in keeping our course so beautiful, the greens so well 

groomed and FAST!!!!  Our members also commented on our fabulous box lunches for the club 

championship and our Member/Member tournaments.   So a big thank you, Jeff, for your excellent 

service.  So if you haven’t had the chance to say ‘thank you’ to all the staff for a job well done, 

please do so. 

Please say congratulations to your new League Officers for 2021:  Linda Cockhill, President; Marcy 

McLean, Vice President; Lynn Snyder, Secretary; and Marcy Bryson, Treasurer. 

I will keep looking for you on the golf course this fall.  Thanks for a great summer on the golf course. 

Linda Cockhill, President 
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The Rules Corner 

 

 

So, I happened to be watching the FedEx Cup Playoffs this weekend.  There was quite a 

bit of discussion around John Rahm’s penalty stroke during Saturday’s play.  When Rahm 

approached his ball on the green he reached into his pocket for a ball marker and then 

proceeded to lift his ball from the green without placing the marker.  Of course it was all 

caught on camera.  What rule was applied?   

 

Rule 9.4 – Ball Lifted or Moved by Player.  The rule applies only when it known or virtually 

certain that a player lifted his or her ball at rest or caused it to move.   

 

Rule 9.4b – Penalty for lifting or deliberately touching ball or causing it to move.  If the 

player lifts or deliberately touches his or her ball at rest or causes it to move, the player 

gets a one stroke penalty. 

 

Mr. Rahm was assessed the one stroke penalty.  What were the next steps?  First, the ball 

must be replaced on its original spot.  I have been asked this question often, when do I 

put the ball back in its original place, and when do I play it where it ends up?  The differ-

ence lies in “what caused the ball to move?”  The Rules recognize only four possible 

causes for a ball at rest to move before a player makes a stroke: 

Natural forces, such as wind or water; 

The player 

The opponent in match play; or 

An outside influence, including any other player in stroke play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued… 
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The Rules Corner 

Continued……….. 

 

If natural forces cause the ball to move, there is no penalty, and the ball must be played from its 

new spot.  Under the definition of natural forces, the final comment is “or when something happens 

for no apparent reason because of the effects of gravity.”  So, when you approach your ball on #8 

green and it moves for no apparent reason other than it is on a slope, that would fit the definition 

and the ball must be played from its new location. 

 

Rules 9.4, 9.5, and 9.6 address the remaining situations.  There are various exceptions to these rules 

(9.4 and 9.5), but in the general application, the ball must be replaced on its original spot, the ball 

played from there, and the appropriate penalty applied. 

 

Again, this is a simplification of what happened on Saturday to John Rahm and the reason a penal-

ty was applied.  If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the pros, or send me an 

email. 

 

Mary Bryson 

 

 



BONUS  

A 

B 

E 

D 

C 



BONUS  

I 

H 

G 

F 

J 
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Events & Marketing Manager 
This edition of the Divot is riddled with pictures from famous movies, as well as commercials, that 
featured golf.  Here is the list of answers for each of the photos.    

COVER  THE GREATEST GAME EVER PLAYED Directed by Bill Paxton. With Shia LaBeouf, Ste-
phen Dillane, Elias Koteas, James Paxton. In the 1913 US Open, 20-year-old Francis Oui-
met played golf against his idol, 1900 US Open champion, Englishman Harry Vardon.  

INDEX  THE LEGEND OF BAGGER VANCE  Robert Redford's "The Legend of Bagger Vance" 
could be a movie about prayer, music or mathematics because it is really about finding yourself 
at peace with the thing you do best. Most of the movie is about an epic golf tournament, but it is 
not a sports movie in any conventional sense.  

Pg. 2.  SEVEN DAYS OF UTOPIA Robert Duvall, Deborah Ann Woll Melissa Leo Seven Days in Uto-
pia is a religious drama sport film directed by Matt Russell, starring Robert Duvall, Lucas Black, 
and Melissa Leo. The film is based on the book Golf's Sacred Journey: Seven Days at the Links of 
Utopia by Dr. David Lamar Cook, a psychologist who received a Ph.D. in Sport and Performance 
Psychology from the University of Virginia. In the movie version, Lucas Black plays Luke Chisholm, 
a young professional golfer who has a meltdown during a tournament.  

Pg. 3 CADDY SHACK  isn't so much a movie as it is an excuse for a bunch of one liners, gross outs, 
and stand-up comedy schtick. Chevy Chase, Bill Murray and Rodney Dangerfield were at their 
funniest in this movie. In fact, this movie was made back when Chevy Chase WAS still funny.  

Pg. 4 GEICO AD  Golf pros John Senden, Johnson Wagner and Robert Garrigus are waiting for 
their tee time at the driving range when their fourth player shows up in his golf cart. It's 
the GEICO caveman. He is failing horribly at parking his golf cart and smashes into the others. 
Not everyone can be a professional golfer, but everyone can save money on car insurance 
with GEICO.  

Pg. 5 THE THREE STOGES  Directed by Del Lord. With Moe Howard, Larry Fine, Curly Howard, 
Bud Jamison. The stooges are inept deliverymen at a brewery. When they learn about a compa-
ny golf tournament, they sneak onto a golf course to get some practice. They quickly proceed to 
bother the other golfers and destroy the course. Forced to escape in their beer truck, more havoc 
ensues when the load of beer barrels are barrels of fun 

Pg. 7  I LOVE LUCY Directed by William Asher. With Lucille Ball, Desi Arnaz, Vivian Vance, Wil-
liam Frawley. After Lucy buys Ricky a set of golf clubs for their anniversary, the girls regret it 
when he and Fred become obsessed with the game.  

Pg.  8  HAPPY GILMORE  is a 1996 American sports comedy film directed by Dennis Dugan and 
produced by Robert Simonds. It stars Adam Sandler as the title character, an unsuccessful ice 
hockey player who discovers a newfound talent for golf. The screenplay was written by Sandler 
and his frequent collaborator Tim Herlihy, in their second feature collaboration after the previous 
year's Billy Madison; the film also marks the first of multiple collaborations between Sandler and 
Dugan. The film was released in cinemas on February 16, 1996 by Universal Pictures. Happy Gil-
more was a commercial success, earning $41.2 million on a $12 million budget. The film won 
an MTV Movie Award for "Best Fight" for Adam Sandler versus Bob Barker.  

Continued………………. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sports_film
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Events & Marketing Manager 
A. BOBBY JONES STROKE OF GENUIS  based on the life of golfer Bobby Jones, the only player in 

the sport to win all four of the men's major golf championships in a single season (1930, an era 
when the majors were The Amateur Championship in Britain, the U.S. Amateur, The Open 
Championship and the U.S. Open). The film was the first motion picture concerning the Royal 
and Ancient Golf Club at St. Andrews that was given permission to film on location  

B. DEAD SOLID PERFECT  Directed by Bobby Roth. With Randy Quaid, Kathryn Harrold, Jack War-
den, Corinne Bohrer. Randy Quaid stars as Kenny Lee, a talented but underachieving pro golfer 
trying to break through on the tour while learning that the most important things in life go far 
beyond the game.  

C.  FOLLOW THE SUN  a 1951 biographical film of the life of golf legend Ben Hogan.It stars Glenn 
 Ford as Hogan and Anne Baxter as his wife. Many golfers and sports figures of the day ap
 pear in the movie.  

D.   GOLF IN THE KINGDOM  Directed by Susan Streitfeld. With David O'Hara, Malcolm McDowell, 
 Mason Gamble, Frances Fisher. The year is 1956. American philosophy student Michael is 
 traveling in route to India when he decides to stop at Links of Burningbush in Scotland for 
 one last round of golf before giving up the game for good.  

E.  5  HOUR FRIENDS  The one-sentence description on the website of production company 905 
 Productions is this: "A middle-aged golfer and lifelong Lothario finally gets a taste of his own 
 medicine when he meets a confident but needy female lawyer."  

F. GOLDFINGER   One of the most famous scenes in the whole James Bond series without any                    
 doubt. Also described as the best golf scene ever in movies. In this movie, the golf is very  

 important both for the plot and for that characters development.  

G.   PAT AND MIKE 1952 American romantic comedy film starring Spencer Tracy and Katharine                    
 Hepburn.The movie was written by Ruth Gordon and Garson Kanin, and directed by 
 George Cukor, who also directed The Philadelphia Story (1940) with Hepburn, and Adam's 
 Rib (1949) with Hepburn and Tracy.  

H. MASH   (an acronym for Mobile Army Surgical Hospital) is an American war comedy-drama tele
 vision series that aired on CBS from 1972 to 1983. It was developed by Larry Gelbart as the 
 first original spin-off series adapted from the 1970 feature film M*A*S*H, which, in turn, was 
 based on Richard Hooker's 1968 novel MASH: A Novel About Three Army Doctors.   

I. THE CADDY   The story centers around Harvey Miller (Jerry Lewis), whose father was a famous 
 golf pro. He wanted Harvey to follow in his footsteps, but poor Harvey is afraid of crowds. I
 instead, at the advice of his fiancée Lisa (Barbara Bates), Harvey becomes a golf instructor. 
 Lisa's brother Joe (Dean Martin) becomes Harvey's first client and becomes good enough to 
 start playing in tournaments, with Harvey tagging along as his caddie. Donna Reed plays 
 the wealthy socialite who Joe wins over.  

J. TIN CUP  Directed by Ron Shelton. With Kevin Costner, Rene Russo, Don Johnson, Cheech Mar

 in. A washed up golf pro working at a driving range tries to qualify for the US Open in order 
 to win the heart of his successful rival's girlfriend. 

I sincerely hope you all enjoyed our Big Screen Edition  

Kristina Smith  

GMCC Events and Marketing Specialist 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bobby_Jones_(golfer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Men%27s_major_golf_championships
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Amateur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Open_Championship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Open_Championship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Open_(golf)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_and_Ancient_Golf_Club
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_and_Ancient_Golf_Club
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Andrews
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerry_Lewis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbara_Bates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dean_Martin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caddie
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donna_Reed
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Friday September 11th at 8:30 pm  

Join us for an outdoor movie night.   

In case of inclement weather we will move indoors  

 
Fun specials; Popcorn & Ice cream  

RSVP Required 

Ksmith@gmcchelena.com  
 (406)442-5750 events 



 September 17th  6 PM –9PM  

**RSVP Required ** 



 

For more information or 

to register please call   

Green Meadow Country 

Club Pro Shop at 406-442-

5750 ext132 or go on line 

to  the Helena YMCA or 

type 

form.jotform.com/202294

503761048 into your 

browser   



Are you ready to test your game on the 

World’s Toughest Golf Course?  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sign up by calling the Pro Shop 442-5750 ext. 3  
 

When: Sunday, September 27th Tee Times 

Format:  2 – Person Scramble  

 



GMCC STAFF 
 

Tod Fitterer…….……...……….…………..………....General Manager 

Chad Carlson………...……………………...…...PGA Golf Professional 

Derek Hofer…………..….....……………..Golf Course Superintendent 

Tom Hayes…….…………………………………….Facilities Manager 

April Greene…………………………………………...Office Manager 

Jeff Hiel…….……………………….…….Food and Beverage Manager  

Kristina Smith………….………………..Events & Marketing Manager 

Visit our website at www.gmcchelena.com 
 

Mark Burzynski..…..….……………..………………………..President 

Mike Wong.. …….…………………………...……….....Vice President 

Steve Fawcett....………………..…………….….......................Treasurer 

Mary Bryson…………………………………………………..Secretary 

        VJ Maddio  *  Dan Mazurek * Jeannie Etchart 

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

You may reach all departments of the club…………………442-5750 

www.gmcchelena.com 

Clubhouse Hours 
Monday –Sunday 8 AM– 8 PM 

Dining and Take Out  
Monday –Sunday 9 am—9 pm  

Reservations Required 

Pro-Shop Hours 
Monday –Sunday 7AM-7 PM 

Please Make Tee Times 
 

Pool Hours 
Monday –Sunday 11AM-8PM 
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Carroll SAA 

September 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

R Ladies 

Member 

Event 

Kiwanis  

Social  

Committee  

GMCC  

Grind 

Men's  

League 

Men'

s  

Men

's  

Men's  

League 

Ladies  

League 

La-

Ladies  

Ladies  

League  

Ladies  

Men's  

League 

YMCA  

Golf T 

LIVE 

Music  

Kiwanis  OFF 

 

Member 

Movie Night  

Member  

Event 

Member 

Event 

HAR 

Luncheon 

Board  

Meeting 
Travel  

Tuesday 

Member  

Event 


