
Volume 20  
Issue 7  

The Divot 



INDEX  The Divot  Volume 20 Issu e 7  

1.  General Manager         Pg. 1-2 

2.     The Pro Shop         Pg. 3 

3.     Superintendent        Pg. 4 

4.  Ladies League         Pg. 5 

5.  GMCC Handicap Committee      Pg. 6 

6.  Events Manager        Pg. 7 

7.  Rally            Pg. 8-10 

8.  Interesting Facts about the 4th of July    Pg. 11 

9.    Calendar           Pg. 12 

INDEX 



2020 Membership drive has been a huge success.  Our membership drive ended June 30, 2020.  I would like 
to thank all members for their efforts in recruiting new members to Green Meadow Country Club.  I would 
like to also thank all the new members for joining GMCC.  This is a “Great place to belong”. Please welcome 
to the club the following new members:  

 

John & Lynne Armbruster 

Chris & Stacey Darragh 

Greg & Vickie Fulkerson 

Tim & Brenda Markle 

Brian & Annie Nikkel 

Corey & Tara Palmer 

Leonard & Heather Paster  

Jason Rittal & Lana Madsen 

Matt & Miranda Harden 

Todd Van Voast 

Chris & Adrienne Kenison 

Rita Vincello & Jake Larson 

Jessie & Cooper Mitchel 

Jacqueline & Jaren Stensland 

Eric & Tracie Thompson 

Catherine & Mark Schlater 

Krista & Robbie Simons 

David & Elizaveth Ulrich 

Kelly & Josh Van Dyke 

 

We are always striving to provide Green Meadow Country Club members, families, and guests with great 
service, tasty kitchen delights, cold beverages, and an overall wonderful experience.  Sometimes things do 
not go as planned and the experience does not meet the expectations of the member.  Food and Beverage 
service is a very important part of our club and also our most challenging.  Please keep filling out the com-
ment cards and notifying staff about your concerns.  We use all feedback as opportunities for improvement.  
We have a great staff and we here to provide you with a great dining experience.  We have had some is-
sues with food and beverage service being charged to the wrong accounts.  To help eliminate this issue, we 
will be emailing copies of your receipt to you.  This will help you keep track of your charges and minimum 
spending.  Please contact us if you have issues with the emailed receipts. 

 

I would like to notify the membership that we are hosting some events in the month of July that in order to 
provide Green Meadow Country Club members and guests with the service and food they deserve we have 
had to restrict food service.  During the Gold Rush Tournament July 9-11, food service will be limited to pool 
side and the pool menu.  In order for us to try and meet COVID-19 restrictions and keep our members and 
staff safe, we are limiting inside and patio service to participants in the Gold Rush Tournament.  We apolo-
gize for the inconvenience.  Thank you for understanding.   

Continued…... 
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From the General Manager 
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The pool has sure been busy.  We have had some really nice days for families to enjoy the sunshine and 
warm weather.  We are still limiting the occupancy in the pool to 60 people.  We are also not allowing 
guests in the pool at this time.  We have had to make some clarification on the pool rules involving children 
and grandkids.  The rules are as follows: 

 

Member dependent children are classified as, “Dependent family members, while continuing their edu-
cation and living at home during summer months, may enjoy all facilities of the club until their 23rd 
birthday.” 

Member dependent children under the age of 10 must be accompanied by a parent, guardian, Nanny, 
or Grandparent at least 16 years of age.  Member dependent children age 10 to 13 may be at the 
pool unaccompanied if they are able to pass a swim test determined by the lifeguards, otherwise, 
they must be accompanied by a parent, guardian, Nanny or Grandparent at least 16 years of age.  
The swim test must be able to be demonstrated on demand of the lifeguards. 

Grandchildren are allowed to utilize the pool as long as they are accompanied by the member. 

 

I know I keep stating this in previous divot articles, but our HVAC project should be starting soon.  We have 
had some issues getting equipment from manufacturers.  I will keep the membership posted with the time-
line of the project and inform you when construction could be an inconvenience to your lunch and dining 
service. 

 

We will be sending out a survey to the membership mid-July to get feedback on you experiences at Green 
Meadow Country Club.  Please take the time to fill out the survey.  This information is vital to us to make im-
provements and keeping the club moving in the right direction for the members.  The survey will be emailed 
to you in the form of a link to Survey Monkey.  Thank you in advance for completing the survey. 

 

The staff and I are so excited to be able to have such a wonderful club.  Please feel free to stop by my office, 
email me, or call me at any time.  Let us all have a great summer and enjoy Green Meadow Country Club. 

 

Tod Fitterer, PGA 

General Manager 

From the General Manager 



GMCC Members, 

As you can see, our Golf Event Calendar has been shortened substantially for 2020.  These are the events that we are currently 
planning for the rest of the season.  The outside tournaments (High School JV, St. Pete’s, Presidents/Speakers Cup, YMCA and 
Carroll College SAA) are still in question depending on where we are with COVID-19 Restrictions.  For our Club Events (Gold Rush, 
Club Championship, Gre-Bill, Member/Member and The Grind) we are planning on playing as scheduled.  We may alter some 
formats and will most likely use tee times for our events but the plan is to continue to have them.   

Thank You                                                                  

   Chad Carlson, PGA/Head Golf Professional  

   2020 Green Meadow Golf  Event Calendar 

 

 

MSGA STATE EVENTS 

  

State Juniors – 6/22-23, Cottonwood Hills GC (Bozeman) 
 

Men’s State Am – 7/16-18, Yellowstone CC (Billings) 
 

Women’s State Am – 7/23-25, Riverside CC (Bozeman) 
 

State Seniors – 8/4-6, Missoula area (CANCELLED) 
 

Men’s Mid Am – 8/13-15, Laurel GC (Laurel)  

APRIL 15 Men’s League Begins Wednesday 

  28 Ladies Spring Fling Tuesday 

MAY 8 Demo Day 2-6:00 P.M. Friday 

  17 GMCC Moose Milk Sunday 

  5 Ladies League Begins Tuesday 

JUNE 5 
Gold Rush Registration (Email Only @ 
8:00 a.m.) 

  

JULY 9-11 GMCC Gold Rush Thur-Sat 

AUGUST 4 Rally for the Cure Tue 

  1/2 GMCC Club Championship Sat/Sun 

    15/16 Gre-Bill Sat/Sun 

  22-23 GMCC Member/Member Sat/Sun 

  24 High School JV (10:00 Shotgun) Mon 

  28 St. Pete’s Foundation Fri 

SEPTEMBER 4 President/Speakers Cup Thursday 

  18 YMCA Friday 

  25 Carroll College SAA Friday 

  27 GMCC GRIND Sunday 
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From the Superintendent  

Hello all,  

Pretty crazy June!  Giant winds, big rains, and some nice weather here and there.  

It’s been tough trying to get into a rhythm of maintenance patterns.  We want to 

provide consistent playing conditions, which requires consistency to our mainte-

nance programs.  This has been difficult to say the least with Mother Nature throw-

ing curve balls at us all the time.   Then again, maybe that is normal as we have 

learned over and over the importance to have a plan B and plan C in place, since 

Plan A only gets utilized about 50% of the time.  We have gotten pretty good at 

making adjustments.  I would like to thank the staff for their hard work and ability 

to be flexible with some of their time.  Always having to adapt to whatever is going 

on isn’t easy at times.  Also would like to thank the Membership for their support 

and understanding when we have to close the course to carts for too much rain, or 

when we have to let condition slide a bit to go rally and clean up trees and branch-

es for a couple days.   

With many new faces around the course has been busy.  It’s nice to see the so 

many out taking advantage and getting value from their membership. Having so 

many out enjoying the property truly brings satisfaction to our jobs.  

A couple other things, 

All golf carts are prohibited from going over the Railroad Crossing. Even if gates are 

open, Golf carts must use the underpasses. It is a big deal.  

If playing before 8AM, you will be around much maintenance going on in your tar-

get areas.  Before hitting a golf ball towards them please consider giving them the 

short amount of time required to finish the task they are preforming in that loca-

tion.  They also want to move on quickly as to not be in your way.  

There is much wildlife around the property and is often able to be viewed or 

glimpsed at times.  Fox, coyotes, deer, turtles, all kinds of birds and raptors, maybe 

even a moose.  Please respect there space and not approach or try to get close.  

Spring and summer is when they often have young with them and some might be 

a bit protective.   

Please enjoy and see you out there. 

Derek Hofer 

Superintendent 
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From the ladies League 
 

TUESDAYS ARE LADIES DAY AT GMCC – PLEASE JOIN US!!!! 

June was an interesting month for the ladies at Green Meadow.  We had a couple rain-

storms but overall some wonderful days of golf.  I want to welcome all our new members 

that have joined both morning and evening leagues.  It is just fantastic to see so many 

new women golfers.  It is fun and exciting to visit and make new friendships.  League play 

is fun and is a great way to improve your game, meet other women golfers and have a 

fun day/night out once a week.  Please remember that you can join either league at any 

time --- or just come golf with us. 

The following are some highlights of interest from our June Board Meeting held June 2 and 

other notes of information: 

 <  The State Women’s Tournament is being held at Riverside Country Club in Bo-

zeman, July 22-25th.  If you are interested in attending, please call me , or Andrea Tucker 

at the pro shop or Mary Bryson 461-4873 for information. 

 <  Due to COVID-19 and possible cross contamination issues between money and 

food, we have decided not to partake in our 2020 fundraiser on hole #9 during the Mem-

ber/Guest (Gold Rush) tournament.  We will miss everyone this year and we wish everyone 

a good time on July 9-11th. 

 <  Morning league has decided to continue with the tee times. HOWEVER,  the 

Board has allowed the Evening League to return to shot gun starting on July 7th.  Please 

watch for the update and information from Sue Lagerquist (our Evening League Coordi-

nator). 

 <  Up and coming Invitationals are in Laurel Jubilee (2 person team) July 11th and 12; 

also Missoula Country Club Helen Tremper Invitational August 12th.  There will be flyers up 

on the bulletin board in the Ladies locker room for contact information. 

Have fun golfing in July and let’s hope for those nice and warm days on Tuesdays. 

 

Linda Cockhill 

President 439-6528 
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GMCC Handicap Committee 
 

The Rules Corner 

 

Well, in thinking about what to talk about this month, I thought of the Gold Rush tournament.  The competition format this 

year will be different due to the restrictions mandated by COVID-19.  On Friday they will play 3 9-hole matches against their 6-

team flight.  On Saturday they will play 2 9-hole matches to conclude flight play.  Match Play rules are a bit different from 

Stroke Play and can cause some confusion.  I thought it might be fun to discuss the principle behind the basic differences be-

tween Match Play and Stroke Play. 

 

In the book “The Principles Behind The Rules of Golf” (Richard Tufts, USGA, 1961; William Williams, Jr., USGA, Second Edition - 

2012) the authors indicate that “all golf is divided into two parts” – match play and stroke play, with a basic principle defining 

the difference between the two.   

 

So, what is this basic principle?  According to Tufts, “in match play, only you and your opponent are involved, but in stroke play 

every competitor in the field has an interest in the results of your play.” (Williams, p. 17).  What does this mean?  When you 

are involved in a match only the two or four players on the hole are involved in any decision regarding your play of the ball.  

They can protect their interests.  That’s why we see players concede putts and take turns playing their ball in a specific order 

(there can be penalties for playing out of order in a match).  Any advantage you may have is readily apparent to your opponent. 

 

In stroke play, however, except for the group you are playing with, you rarely see any other competitors.  They are not present 

to make determinations about your ability to sink a putt, or watch the break on your putt (if you are outside your opponent).  

They cannot protect their own interests or ensure fair play.  The Rules serve as a safeguard in stroke play to protect the inter-

ests of the other competitors in the field.  The Rules then, recognize this basic difference in perception of the competition. 

 

Generally, the Rules apply in the same way in both stroke play and match play, but of course there is some variation to account 

for the core differences between the two forms of play.  Here are some match play basics (Rule 3.2): 

Only two players are involved in a match (in the Gold Rush, this will be four players) – In stroke play, the entire field has 

an interest in what every other player does. 

Scoring happens on a hole-by-hole basis (rather than the cumulative total in stroke play) – Even if a player loses a hole by 

four strokes, they have only lost that one hole.  A player (team) wins a match when they lead by more holes than re-

main to be played.  For example, in a 9-hole match, if a team has won 3 holes and there are only 2 holes left to play, 

the match is won by that team at the end of the 7th hole. 

Concessions – A player can concede an opponent’s next stroke (or even a hole or the entire match) at any time. 

Handicaps – If a match is played using handicaps, strokes are allotted per hole based on the hole’s handicap rating found 

on the scorecard. 

 

Now we will have a better understanding of what’s happening during the Gold Rush tournament, and we can watch the Ryder 

Cup with greater interest in all forms of Match Play! 

 

Mary Bryson 
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Events & Marketing Manager 
Greetings Friends, 

 

With the easing of restrictions on our facilities we have had the pleasure of enjoying 
some special moments with you, our esteemed members, your family and friends.  

Although small, we have hosted some beautiful wedding receptions, bridal show-

ers and Birthday Parties.  Recently, we had the pleasure of providing some live mu-
sic from the Lucky Valentines, which was a treat.  For those utilizing the club for a 

professional space for your business meetings or training sessions we have appreci-

ated being able to provide that experience.      

 

For this, we simply want to say thank you and wish you all a Happy Independence 

Day.  This year I certainly appreciate it as never before.   

 

Kristina Smith  

GMCC Events and Marketing Specialist 

(406)442-5750 ext. 121ksmith@gmcchelena.com  

406-868-7914 cell 





Hi! 

 

I am pleased to announce that we will be able to go forward with a Rally for the Cure event this 
year!  Of course it will be somewhat different to accommodate for the restrictions in place due to Covid-
19.  We will still have a Ladies 9-Hole Evening Scramble but without the gathering prior for golf contests 
or after for an Awards Banquet.  Instead we will notify winners the following day and get them their priz-
es.  We will ask for players to arrive no more than 30 minutes before the 5:30 p.m. start and to leave 
following their round.   

 

We are also designating the whole day as RALLY DAY.  To help make up from some of the lost fundrais-
ing opportunities that won't be happening with the restrictions, we are encouraging anyone to play prior 
to the scramble and make a $20 donation.  The donation will make you eligible to win any of the hole 
prizes.  GMCC has generously offered to reduce green fees for nonmembers to $20 to come out and 
play.  This is a great opportunity to invite some friends who are not members to come play with you and 
help support this cause.  They will also be asked to make the $20 donation to be qualified for the hole 
prizes.  

 

Besides golfers, we also need sponsors.  There are opportunities for individuals and businesses.  Please 
see the flyer that describes the different ways you could help support Rally Day.  For only $10 you can 
have a sign on the Wall of Honor to recognize a survivor, be in memory of a family member or friend or 
in dedication to all those who have fought the breast cancer battle. 

 

Please contact me with any questions you may have regarding Rally Day 2020. 

 

Jena Sabatini 

Rally Coordinator 

Cell - 406.461.8784  
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Green Meadow Country Club - Tuesday, August 4th 

Sponsorship Request 

 

Hole Sponsor: $75 Each Quantity ______ Total $________ (Choose 2 to be visible to all golfers. Front 9 & Back 

9 holes.) 

 

Wall of Honor Sponsor: $10 Each Quantity ______ Total $________ 

 

Please check which option(s) you would like your sign(s) to say for Wall of Honor: 

___ In Recognition of Survivor (List Name of Person) ________________________________________ 

___ In Memory of (List Name of Person)__________________________________________________ 

___In Dedication to All Who Have Fought the Battle 

 

Raffle Sponsor: Donate item/basket of $75 & up value (Please describe item) 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hole Prize Sponsor: $25 Each Quantity ______ Total $________  or donate two identical items of $25 & up val-

ue  

(Please describe item) 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Golfer Goody Bag Contributor: Donate 120 golf or breast cancer related items (Please describe item) 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please fill in Sponsor Information: 

 

Name:____________________________________ Company________________________________________ 

Email:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

City_______________________ ST______ Zip_______________ Phone_______________________________ 

 

To pay with a credit card, visit www.funeventsmt.com.  Checks can be made out to Susan G Komen and 
mailed to: 
Fun Events 

Attn: Jena Sabatini 

1000 Strawberry Drive 

Helena, MT 59601 

 

Questions? Please contact Jena Sabatini-Event Coordinator @ 461-8784 or jena@jademanagementllc.com. 

http://www.funeventsmt.com




GMCC STAFF 
 

Tod Fitterer…….……...……….…………..………....General Manager 

Chad Carlson………...……………………...…...PGA Golf Professional 

Derek Hofer…………..….....……………..Golf Course Superintendent 

Tom Hayes…….…………………………………….Facilities Manager 

April Greene…………………………………………...Office Manager 

Jeff Hiel…….……………………….…….Food and Beverage Manager  

Kristina Smith………….………………..Events & Marketing Manager 

Visit our website at www.gmcchelena.com 
 

Mark Burzynski..…..….……………..………………………..President 

Mike Wong.. …….…………………………...……….....Vice President 

Steve Fawcett....………………..…………….….......................Treasurer 

Mary Bryson…………………………………………………..Secretary 

        VJ Maddio  *  Dan Mazurek * Jeannie Etchart 

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

You may reach all departments of the club…………………442-5750 

www.gmcchelena.com 

Clubhouse Hours 
Monday –Sunday 8 AM– 8 PM 

Dining and Take Out  
Monday –Sunday 9 am—9 pm  

Reservations Required 

Pro-Shop Hours 
Monday –Sunday 7AM-7 PM 

Please Make Tee Times 
 

Pool Hours 
Monday –Sunday 11AM-8PM 
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July 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  Men's  

League 

Valley  

Bank 

Tournament  

Opportunity  

Bank 

Kiwanis 

Banquet 

Board  

Meeting 

Tournament  
To

ur

Member 

Event 

ST Peters 

Banquet 

Kiwanis  

Walk Thru 

Speakers  

Walk Thru 

Member 

Event “T” 

Member 

Event “T” 


