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From the General Manager 

 

Happy New Year!! 

 

Another year in the books.  2019 was a weird year.  We had a late start to the season, a 
rainy summer, and no fall. Other than mother nature not allowing us to play as much golf 
as we would have liked, we had a great season.  Successful leagues, tournaments, outings, 
lessons, and fun for the whole family filled our summer months.  

 

We have made many changes in the Food and Beverage Department and am very happy to 
have worked the last six months with Jeff Heil and Kristina Smith to expand the quality of 
our food, service and events.  We plan to accomplish more in 2020 to make all members 
enjoy more of Green Meadow Country Club and remember that GMCC is a “Great Place to 
Belong.” 

 

Our Board has had some minor changes as of our last meeting held on December 16, 
2019.  Officers were selected for 2019:  Mark Burzynski, President; VJ Maddio, Vice-
President; Steve Fawcett Treasurer; and Mary Bryson as Secretary.  I would again like to 
thank Linda Cockhill and Tom Johnson for all their hard work serving on our board.  We 
would also like to again welcome Dan Mazurek and Jeannie Etchart as our newly elected 
board members.   

 

Since taking over as General Manager we have had some major hurdles to overcome.  We 
have overcome the issues and made GMCC a better place.  Unfortunately, we have been 
presented with another challenge.  Our HVAC system which runs the heating and cooling of 
the whole building has been causing problems.  We are unable to find parts for the current 
system and are looking at replacing and upgrading the whole system.  We have had the 
system engineered and were planning on doing the project in stages.  With mechanical is-
sues this fall with the system not operating properly, we are looking into replacing the sys-
tem sometime in 2020.  I will keep you informed as we move forward with this project.  

 

Please help market your club and increase our membership.  Our 2020 Membership Drive 
not only benefits the new members joining, but also has incentives for you.  We will be of-
fering new members the opportunity to join now with no initiation fee and they start pay-
ing monthly dues March 1, 2020.  We have a three-year contract, a two-year contract, and 
new this year a one-year contract.  With the signing of a contract, the initiation fee is 
waived for new members.  Incentives are in place for current members to receive a credit 
to your 2020 yearly dues.  For every new member you bring in, you will receive a credit of 
10% of the new members yearly dues.  Example: new member joins and pays $3000 in 
dues for 2020, you will receive a credit of $300 on your 2020 account.  It is just that easy.  
The credit does not apply to capital dues or minimum spending amounts. 

 

The club financially did well in 2019 and should realize a small net profit while funding de-
preciation.  Our membership number have gone down in the past couple of years, yet we 
have been managing to eke out a small profit. Thank you for your continued support of 
Green Meadow Country Club.  We are planning on having more social events in 2020 for 
your enjoyment.  Please stay posted with Kristina’s updates concerning our future events. 

Continued………………………... 
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From the General Manager 

Continued…… 

I would like to talk about communication between the club and members.  Currently, we 
have been communicating with emails, divot, word of mouth, and club posted flyers.  In 
2020, we will have an app available for you to download that will send push notifications 
along with allowing you to access current specials and activities with ease.  We are in the 
process of putting this together and will keep you informed as we get this app ready for 
you to download.  You might ask about the privacy of the app and how the app is going to 
improve our communication.  The app is going to be private to our organization.  Infor-
mation on the app is designed for members “only”.  We will be able to post information for 
you to view at your convenience, send “push” notifications with information, and also send 
out emailed information to our members.  We feel the members will be better informed 
and have immediate access to club information.  Please check out clubster.com if you 
would like some more information on the app. 

 

We are excited for the upcoming 2020 season and what GMCC can offer it’s members. 

 

Tod Fitterer 

General Manager 

Image by Rolex 
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From the Superintendent  

January 2020 

Happy 2020 New Year everyone!  Hope everyone is well.  Ready to get 
back at it after the Holiday and looking forward to the 2020 golf season.   
Not a lot to report as we continue to work on things to get ready for next 
year.   Along with many other things, we are building some new water jug 
houses for the course, and intend to replace the deck on 18 bridge later 
this winter.  The golf course is still mostly covered in snow at this time 
and nothing has happened yet weather wise to compromise its health.   
So far I think it should come out of winter in great shape but obviously 
we still a ways to go.   Hoping that January and February are also kind to 
the Turf this winter.   Please come out and take a walk around the loop 
road as we keep it mostly plowed.    Don’t be afraid to stop by shop and 
say Hi!  It’s always nice to see you. 

Sincerely, 

Derek Hofer 



 

Happy New Year!!!!  I want to introduce our new officers for the Ladies League in 2020:  Marcy 
McLean Vice President; Janet Lieberg Secretary; Mary Bryson Treasurer and Susan Lagerquist 
evening League coordinator.  Please check out our website (GMCC Helena) for their contact infor-
mation.  I want to encourage everyone to call or e-mail our officers if  you have any questions about 
the morning or evening lady leagues. 
 

Yes, there is snow on the ground, but spring is just around the bend/corner. Our official golf  season 
is April 1 to October 31.  I will be working with Kristina and Chad in developing this years calen-
dar for upcoming events and golf  tournaments.  So far I do know that our ‘Spring Fling’ is set for 
April 28th and Ladies League starts on May 5th.  I also know that the Women’s State Am is at 
Riverside CC in Bozeman July 23-25th.  It would be wonderful if  a large group of  ladies would be 
able to attend.  It is lots of  fun to meet ladies from other cities, so please mark your calendar. 
 

I know there are some changes coming up particularly how your handicap will be calculated and there 
are always new and existing rules to know when playing golf.  Our monthly meetings are held on the 
1st Tuesday of  each month, so don’t be shy in asking questions. 
Here wishing everyone a great 2020 and Lots of  Sunshine!!!!! 

Linda Cockhill 

President Ladies League 
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From the Ladies League 
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From GMCC Handicap Committee  

Happy New Year!  Yes, there is snow on the ground and we are starting a new year with 
changes in the air for the golfing world!   

World Handicap System 

Effective January 1, 2020 there is a new and improved handicap system in place.  It’s called 
the World Handicap System (WHS) and will apply worldwide.  So wherever your golfing trips 
take you, you will use the same handicap system!  It is pretty exciting, although it does mean 
changes for us here in the United States.   

The purpose of the WHS is to make the game of golf enjoyable and to give as many golfers as 
possible the opportunity to: 

Obtain and maintain a Handicap Index, 

Use their Handicap Index on any golf course around the world, and 

Compete, or play a casual round, with anyone else on a fair and equal basis. 

I’ll start by mentioning a few of the changes to the handicap system.  I’ll follow with more 
changes as we get closer to actually recording scores here in Montana. 

Maximum Handicap Index – this change impacts both men and women.  The new maxi-
mum handicap index is 54.0 – that is 3 strokes per hole.  In the past, the maximum 
handicap index was 44.0.  This is a positive change and allows for the beginner golfer 
to feel more comfortable establishing a handicap. 

Maximum Scores Needed for a Handicap – this year the maximum number of 18-hole 
scores needed to establish a handicap is 3 (54 holes).  This is change from the required 
5 in the past.  In addition, you can submit 6 nine-hole scores to establish a handicap, 
actually any mix of 9- or 18-hole scores to equal 54 holes. 

Finally, in calculating your handicap, the system will use the average of the best 8 of 20 
scores submitted.  In the past we used the best 10 of 20.   

That gives us a place to start.  Look for the next series of changes in the February Divot. 

Rules Corner 

As you know the USGA and the R&A adopted “modernized” rules that were effective in 2019.  
I’ll try to use this space in future issues of the Divot to answer rules questions that arise dur-
ing the season, as well as provide hints to understanding the rules of golf.   

Mary Bryson 

USGA Regional Affairs Committee 

GMCC Handicap Committee 
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From the Food & Beverage Manager  

January 2020 

 

Welcome to a New Year! 

 

I am looking forward to the New Year and serving you, our valued mem-
ber.  Our team has been hard at work, as it regards service and your din-
ing experience and I feel we have made noticeable strides.  In the works 
for the New Year is a updated Banquet & Events Guide reflecting our new 
menu as well as much needed changes.  The Events Manager, Kristina 
and myself will be working on this updated guide, so keep an eye out for 
the release of it.   

 

In the meantime, I look forward to seeing and visiting with each one of 
you as we enter this exciting New Year. 

 

My Best to You and Yours! 

 

Jeff Hiel 

Food & Beverage Manager  
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From the Events & Marketing Manager  

Greetings and Best Wishes for your New Year! 

 

I am excited to announce that 2020 will be a wonderful year with a lot of new and 

exciting changes to look forward to.  Much needed updates are taking place in the 

way we communicate and how we share our story with you the member.   

 

Once we have all our tournaments confirmed I will send you an updated calendar 

that will include social events for 2020.  Please be patient regarding the complete 

calendar, as there are many moving parts as far as confirmations go.  Here is a quick 

preview of what you can expect to see on this springs calendar regarding social 

events.      

 

Social Events; Cabernet for the Kids * Ladies Night * Minute to Win It Games* Dance 

Lessons * Murder Mystery Dinner *Kentucky Derby Party * Wine Pairing 101 and 

more…  The Social Committee will be meeting in January to discuss and firm up 

2020’s calendar, so stay tuned.  

   

We have several new members that have joined us recently and to help welcome 

them to the GMCC Family I will be featuring “Meet a Member” in the Divot starting in 

February.  You can also see short articles in your member eblasts.  I also want to in-

clude members that have been with us as recent as last year, not to exclude mem-

bers who have been with us since the beginning. If your interested in sharing your 

story please reach out to me at either my email or by phone.                         

ksmith@gmcchelena.com or (406)442-5750 ext #121  

 

Comment Cards that you turn in will now be included in a drawing at the end of 

each month.   The drawing will give you the opportunity to win a $50 Gift Certificate 

to dine with us.  This certificate can be used by friends, family or yourself.   

 

Continued…... 



Continued….. 

 

What's Your Fitness Plan?  It’s a new year and a new chance to be the best you, 

whether it is fitness, weight loss, healthy eating goals or golf!  Don’t forget about the 

Nelson Seeley Fitness Facility.  We will post a circuit that you can do on your own or 

you can join me on Wednesday mornings at 6AM, starting January 8th.  If you chose 

to join me you must RSVP because of space limitations.  The circuits will change each 

week, but will be geared towards balance, strength, cardio and core.   These 

workouts will be somewhat golf specific, but more focused on building a well round-

ed and balanced level of fitness.  Good fitness helps us age better.  With that being 

said, other than being your marketing and events coordinator, I have some hidden 

super powers.  Some little known facts about myself is that I was on the elite Mara-

thon Team for the US Army National Guard.  To secure one of the coveted spots on 

the US Army’s Elite Marathon Team you had to qualify at the National Qualifier in 

one of the top 15 positions.   I earned a spot, placing 4th overall at the qualifier.  I al-

so earned a spot competing, 5 times at Olympic Distance Triathlon for Nationals, and 

5 times at the Worlds Xterra Off-Road Triathlon.  I competed alongside Olympians 

and Pro Athletes, such as Lance Armstrong, whom by the way is really short.  To sum 

it up, the workouts will be useful and functional and only as hard as you make it.  I 

always say the main thing is to have fun, and if you are not, don’t do it.                    

**Always seek a Physician before beginning any physical activity. **  

 

Kristina Smith 

Events & Marketing Manager  

 

       

 

 

     Question is, which  super hero  will you be.   
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GMCC STAFF 
 

Tod Fitterer…….……...……….…………..………....General Manager 

Chad Carlson………...……………………...…...PGA Golf Professional 

Derek Hofer…………..….....……………..Golf Course Superintendent 

Tom Hayes…….…………………………………….Facilities Manager 

April Greene…………………………………………...Office Manager 

Jeff Hiel…….……………………….…….Food and Beverage Manager  

Kristina Smith………….………………..Events & Marketing Manager 

Visit our website at www.gmcchelena.com 
 

Mark Burzynski..…..….……………..………………………..President 

Mike Wong.. …….…………………………...……….....Vice President 

Steve Fawcett....………………..…………….….......................Treasurer 

Mary Bryson…………………………………………………..Secretary 

        VJ Maddio  *  Dan Mazurek * Jeannie Etchart 

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

You may reach all departments of the club…………………442-5750 

www.gmcchelena.com 

Clubhouse Hours 
December 15th Effective 

Tuesday –Sunday 9AM-8PM 
Monday CLOSED  

 

Pro-Shop Hours 
Winter League 

Monday –Friday 9AM-8PM 
Saturday & Sunday  9AM-5PM  

Doney 

Crowley 

Rotary 
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January 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2   3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Rota-

Ro-

Ro-

Glacier  

Bank  

Exchange 

Club 
Republican 

Women 

Red 

Hats 

Valley 

Ban k 

Game  

Night 

Game 

Night 

Game 

Night 

Game  

Night 


